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Cottage Grove

Cottage Grove Avenue runs through this district
of turn-of-the-century, vernacular, wood frame
cottages and 1920s Craftsman style masonry
homes. The builders and residents of these
homes belonged to all classes of early twentieth
century Bloomington society. Tree-limed streets,
some with brick or cut limestone sidewalks and
cut limestone retaining walls, add to the historic
character of the area.

The southwest quadrant of the area was platted
by Daniel Read and others in 1853 as an addition
to the city. The oldest houses in the district

are located in a remaining segment of the Read
Addistion along East tenth and were probably
constructed between 1853 and the platting of the
Cottage Grove Addition by Ira and Mary Batman
in 1896.

The vernacular cottages found along Cottage
Grove, North Lincoln, East Eleventh and

East Twelfth were home to working class
Bloomingtonians. Residents worked at the
Showers Brothers Co. furniture factory, on the
Monon railroad an at downtown shops, all located
within blocks of this district. The Cottage grove
Addition was expanded to the north in 1902 and
again in 1903, ultimately bounded by Dunn,
Tenth, Lincoln and the Illinois Central railroad

on the north. Samuel Rhorer platted the Rhorer
Subdivision along the west side of Lincoln between
Cottage Grove and Eleventh in 1905. Most of
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