
BLOOMINGTON ARTS COMMISSION  

FULL COMMISSION MEETING 

November 12, 2025, 5:15 to 6:17 pm  

Hybrid Meeting:  

In person: Gerard, Betsy, Nada, Christina, Paul, Robert, Gretchen 

Remote: Nia 

 
A G E N D A  

1.​ Call to Order/Welcome 
 

2.​ BAC Minutes/Financials  
a.​ Minutes from the October 2025 meeting were distributed and approved. 
a.​ Holly reported that there are no financial changes from last month.  
b.​ Holly also mentioned that the city is getting the funding out for the Artistic 

Advancement grants. 
c.​ We will vote on the Operations Grants allocations at this meeting. Holly was 

able to give a bit more funds for the operations grants from her budget. 
 

2.​ City Updates 
a.​ The 2026 arts budget was approved, so the BAC will have the same amount of 

money to spend on public arts and grants. The BAC was one of the few budgets 
that wasn’t cut. 

b.​ Holly is trying to get contracts out the door before the end of the year. 
c.​ Wednesday Dec. 10th will probably be the celebration of the grant recipients. 

 
3.​ Presentation by Carol Rhodes and Lily Shan for Artists for Climate Awareness and 

Brushes for a Better Planet. 
 

4.​ Update: Public Art  
a.​ Call is live for Convention Center public art through November 17. 
b.​ The selection process will include the BAC. The project is being run though the 

capital improvement board. 
c.​ Christina reported that there will be a subcommittee meeting on Friday.  

Afterward there is a strategic planning committee meeting. 
d.​ There are many applications for the Convention Center project. 

 
5.​ Update: Grants - Gerard 

a.​ Operations grant applications were allocated. We decided not to fund two 
applications because art is not the primary focus of the organization. We funded 
eighteen organizations.  

a.​ Funding was based on the applicant’s organizational capacity and budgets. The 
applications were high quality. 

b.​ There was a motion to approve the grant funding package, and the grants 
committee approved it. 

c.​ More efficient processes for getting the funding out will be pursued in the new 
year by Holly with the city. 



d.​ Personal contact has proven to be the best way to contact press and writers. 
Perhaps the press releases can be shared internally. 

 
2.​ From your Chair - Gerard  

a.​ On Nov. 21st there is a Boards and Commissions reception at the Waldron. 
b.​ The task force is meeting, and they will be drafting their goals for next year.  
c.​ Leila is stepping down from her role on the Commission and as the 

subcommittee chair of grants on January 30. Gerard will also be stepping down 
as the Chair of the Arts Commission and he is asking commissioners to step up 
to take one of these leadership roles.  
 

3.​ Upcoming events and important dates 
 

4.​ Commissioner Announcements 
 

5.​ Public comment 
 

6.​ Call to adjourn 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/88691874944?pwd=NkhGeDE3Rzd4MngzQXhMc3pCcUl2dz09 
Meeting ID: 886 9187 4944 
Passcode: 868050 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,88691874944# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,88691874944# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 886 9187 4944 
Find your local number: https://bloomington.zoom.us/u/kqn2SJJFV 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m4POj7jdI5UBSC4hC4yQaJp8obYqoX9f0uZRFndJE4w/edit#gid=256643350
https://bloomington.zoom.us/j/88691874944?pwd=NkhGeDE3Rzd4MngzQXhMc3pCcUl2dz09
https://bloomington.zoom.us/u/kqn2SJJFV

